UNDERSTANDING WHAT
YOU'RE ACTUALLY BUYING
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THE MODERN THC MARKET IS
MORE CONFUSING THAN MOST

PEOPLE REALIZE.

TODAY, PRODUCTS LABELED:

THC
DELTA-9
THCa

HEMP-DERIVED THC

LEGAL WEED
EXOTIC FLOWER

e

TRADITIONAL
DELTA-9

THE CLASSIC
CANNABIS SYSTEM

¥

TRADITIONAL

DELTA-9

CANNABIS FLOWER

HEMP-DERIVED

THCa

HEMP FLOWER

Federally Compliant

Hiah i -9 THC
igh in Delta-9 T High in THCa
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DIFFERENT
EXPERIENCE.

e

Cannabis didn’t suddenly become more
complicated because the plant changed.

It became confusing because laws changed,
chemistry evolved, and marketing exploded.

Today, products with nearly identical names can
come from completely different systems, while
using the same language.

can all come from completely different systems — while using

nearly identical branding and language.
Most consumers still assume all THC products are basically the same.

They're not! Scientifically, these compounds can interact with the body
differently due to changes in molecular structure and receptor binding —

directly influencing potency, onset, body feel, mental effects,
and the overall experience.

This guide exists to translate what you're actually buying —
whether it's online, in a shop, or inside a glossy jar

o

with confident branding.
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HEMP THC HIDDEN SHOPPING QUICK
MARKET DIFFERENCES RULES DECODER
THE LEGAL LOOPHOLE THE SCIENCE BEHIND HOW TO BUY SMARTER YOUR LABEL
MOST PEOPLE MISS WHY IT MATTERS & AVOID HYPE TRANSLATION GUIDE
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The modern THC market is no longer one simple category.

Today, there are multiple THC systems operating under different laws,
production methods, and cannabinoid pathways.

Yet most products are marketed using the exact same language.

That's where the confusion starts.

TRADITIONAL
DELTA-3 CANNABIS

This is what most people
historically associated

with cannabis.

Typically:

e naturally occurring Delta-9 THC

» sold through licensed
dispensaries

e derived directly from
the cannabis plant

For decades, this was the
standard cannabis experience
consumers knew and recognized.

HIGH-THCA
HEMP PRODUCTS

Cannabis naturally contains THCa,
which converts into THC when
heated. Under modern hemp laws,
some federally compliant products
are sold based on THCa content
rather than active Delta-9 THC
percentages before heating.

This created an entirely new THC
category that rapidly expanded

online.

Many consumers don't realize these
products often exist through different

legal and production pathways than
traditional cannabis.

THE MODERN THC MARKET
WHAT MOST CONSUMERS
DON'T REALIZE

CONVERTED
THC PRODUCTS

Many are created by chemically
altering hemp-derived CBD into
different cannabinoid compounds.
These products are often
marketed simply as:

IITHC.H'

even though they may differ
significantly from traditional
Delta-9 cannabis.

This includes products like:

¢ Delta-8 THC
e THC-P
e THC-O

WHAT CHANGED?

For years, cannabis mostly meant cannabis flower.
Now, the market includes:

&/ traditional Delta-9 cannabis

&) hemp-derived THC systems
) converted cannabinoids
() federally compliant THC alternatives

all competing under similar branding.

DELTA-9 THC DELTA-8 THC THCA THCP HHC
TETRAHYDROCANNABINOL The classic. The alternative. The raw form. The potent one. The hydrogenated.
Strongest form Milder than Delta-9 Non-psychoactive Much stronger Semi-synthetic
The ﬂﬁgiﬁﬂl compound naturally found with a smoother, in raw cannabis. than Delta-9. cannabinoid with
that started it all. in cannabis. more relaxed Converts to Deita-9 Even in small similar effects to
THC comes in Known for a experience. when heated amounts. Delta-9.
diff ¢ full-bodied (decarboxylated).
erent forms. - B
* CANNABIDIOL
A non-psychoactive cannabinoid
CBD often used for balance and support.
It won't get you high.
Screenshot this guide = Want more detail on each cannabinoid?
g to reference while shopping = EJ See our THC Decoder Chart

online or in stores. on the next page.
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Before buying, ask: | Shop smarter. Know what you're buying.
o Where is this ‘ What cannabinoid
product coming from? am | actually buying? '
P |
ﬁ Licensed Dispensaries e Delta-9 THC % | ¢ Directly from
H cannabis flower
0 Trusted Sources : ' ‘
e Delta-8 THC | e Extracted from hemp
: |
E‘J Gas Stations ‘ e THC-P | e Chemically converted
@ Online Retailers ‘ ¢ Blended Cannabinoids ! from CBD

If a product ships nationally and advertises “THC flower,”
it is often high-THCa hemp flower.*
(We don’t carry this.)

SIMPLE
SHOPPING

If a product is sold through a licensed dispensary,
it is typically state-regulated cannabis naturally
high in Delta-9 THC.* (This is what we carry.)

O

If a product highlights Delta-8, THC-P, THC-O,
or similar cannabinoids, it is usually a converted
cannabinoid product.

If the label feels vague, assume the marketing is
clearer than the science. Look for:

o f | (V) Cannabinoid breakdowns (V) Lab testing

@ Sourcing transparency @ Production details
' — Not just branding language.

X “Legal weed in all 50 states”
X  No clear cannabinoid breakdown
R E D F L A X  No distinction between THCa and Delta-9 THC
X  Heavy use of words like: “exotic,” “premium,” “ultra potent”
To w ATC H Fﬂ R without explaining what cannabinoids are actually inside
X  Convenience-store or gas-station THC products
T with little sourcing information
AN B N i i
Screenshot this guide Want more detail on each cannabinoid?
@ 1 refatorn iwhilt shobioiha EE See our THC Decoder Chart
online or in stores. on the next page.
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PRODUCT TYPE

TRADITIONAL
DELTA-3

THC QUICK DEGODER

THC IS NO LONGER ONE SIMPLE CATEGORY.

Different forms. Different sources. Different effects.

WHAT IT REALLY IS

Naturally occurring
THC from cannabis

cANNABlS flower.
THC3 Hemp-derived
HEMP product rich in
THCa before
FLOWER heating.
Converted
DELTA-8 cannabinoid
typically made
THC i
derived CBD.
THC-P / Highly altered
TH[:_U cannabinoid
compounds.

i " Often federally
I'EGA" THB compliant hemp-
PRODUCTS  derived

alternatives.
SCREENSHOT THIS GUIDE

for tuture reference while
shopping online or in stores.

COMMONLY SOLD WHERE

i
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trusted alternative

Licensed

sources.

Online /

national
shipping

Smoke shops /
online

Online /
vape shops

Online /
gas stations /
smoke shops

ispensaries or

KEY TAKEAWAY

o The THC experience
most consumers
are actually
looking for.

Trust your source.
Quality still matters.

o Converts into
Delta-9 THC
when heated

(smoked, vaped,
baked).

o Usually a converted

cannabinoid,
not traditional
cannabis.

o Potent cannabinoid
variants with
limited long-term
research.

0 Federally compliant
does not always
mean transparent
or high quality.

Read labels. Ask questions.
Choose transparency.
Shop smart. Stay informed.
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